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178 Book Notices. 

middle of the last century, has lagged behind the other continents in geographical 
research and the study of its resources and commercial possibilities, because Africa, 
after 1850 and especially after 1880, nearly monopolized the interest of the European 
Powers, six of which divided practically the whole continent among themselves. 
When there was nothing left in Africa to distribute, the chief interest of Europe 
turned to Asia, where Russia had been extending her domain since the middle of the 
igth century ; while Great Britain, France, and" Germany, and also the United States, 
have acquired new fields within a few years. 

The first chapter treats of the political development of South America, its popu- 
lation, including the German, Italian, Negro and Chinese elements, as well as the 
Spanish, Portuguese, and native Indian, and the influence each has exerted. The 
author then describes the material progress, great mining development having pre- 
ceded agriculture on a large scale. The largest tropical agricultural products are 
coffee, cacao, and sugar, cotton and tobacco playing a subordinate role. In sub- 
tropical South America (Argentina, Uruguay, and central Chile), the progress of 
agriculture in recent years has been remarkable. Peruvian bark and coca have a 
place between agriculture and forest products, among which rubber and Paraguay 
tea (Mate) are most important, while the timber and other forest products are as yet 
comparatively little utilized. The manufacturing industries and commercial condi- 
tions are discussed in all their leading features. Sixty-one pages are given to these 
various phases of the continent, and the next 28 pp. to the relations of Germany 
with each of the states. Dr. Sievers says that, without doubt, the soil of South 
America is more productive than that of Africa, Australia, or even Asia. It has no 
great areas of uncultivable lands, such as the wastes of Africa, Australia, and Asia; 
its mineral wealth is unsurpassed ; its tropical forests are unequalled, and no other 
continent has so large a mileage of navigable rivers. The writer regards the advent 
of large commercial and industrial interests from Europe as promising a new era in 
development ; and he believes it to be within the power of Germany to take a very 
prominent part in the progress of the continent. 

Beschreibung Agyptens im Mittelalter, aus den geographischen 
Werken der Araber. Zusammengestellt von Else Reitemeyer. 

238 pp. No index. Dr. Sevele & Co., Leipzig, 1903. 

An uncommon and noteworthy book. Its contents were selected from the works 
of Arab geographers who wrote between 891 and 1526 A.D. A chapter on the Nile, 
for example, is made up of the compiler's translation of extracts from the writings of 
a number of these chroniclers, the name and period of each writer being given. 
They tell of the sources of the Nile, its floods and low water, irrigation canals 
and other features. The flora and faurta of Egypt, its ancient history, its cities, 
soils, and products, are among the topics treated in the other chapters. 

Some of the most interesting pages describe ancient monuments that have since 
been destroyed or mutilated by time or vandalism, The book is, on this account, 
of much archaeological interest. The compiler remarks in the preface that when the 
reader finds in this volume errors and fantastic explanations mingled with many 
statements that were true, he should not forget that we cannot measure these writers 
by standards we apply to writings of the present day ; and that the value of these 
Arab descriptions is increased by the fact that they connect Egypt in the earlier part 
of the Christian era with Egypt of modern times, and give much information of value 
about a period of which we know very little from other sources. 



